British win the Medics Football World Cup
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We have been playing in this annual tournament for 4 years, and each year we have developed the team and moved up from last place in Germany 2006 to 3rd in the last 2 years in Australia and Lithuania . Each year we have held trials to select players to replace those unable/unwilling to commit for the following year. 

To play against Brazil this year, in the Jamsil Olympic Stadium and a world cup final and come out on top just isn’t British!! (Info Jamsil stadium, home of the 1988 Olympics, built to seat 100,000 but now has capacity of about 70,000. We filled it about to about 0.5% in a not quite capacity sell out final!!!). We were all so excited and celebrated with some champagne provided by our WAGS supporters who had travelled out with us. 

We now have to put another star on our shirts! 

For more info on the tournament, see our website  http://britishmedicalfootballteam.co.uk/default.aspx
And   http://www.worldmedicalfootballfederation.com/ for info...

The tournament matches are played over 6 days in the hot and humid afternoons, Monday to Saturday, all teams having 5 matches with Thursday a day off and all went on a city tour in Seoul , visiting the Seoul Tower and the National Korean Museum . The mornings, Monday to Friday (excluding Thursday) was a medical conference, with each team having to provide 2-3 speakers and so players/doctors were expected to attend and support the lectures from all around the world on such diverse subjects as triplets outcomes, bee venom acupuncture, ear disease in surfers and alcohol in football. The tournament rules are 2 times 40 minute halves and each team must field at least 3 over 35yr olds at all times. These players are identified by arm bands, and failure to comply would result in the referee awarding a goal to the opposition…we were ably led in this department by Dr Richard Norris and Dr Steve Taylor shoring up the midfield, with Dr Norris footballing creative midfielder, and, Dr Taylor as a destructive midfielder!!

We arrived on last Sunday and had the opening ceremony and the draw for the competition.  We were drawn with Spain ( Catalonia ) in our group, and having lost to them each year for the last 3 it was a bad draw.
 
First day of competition, we were amazed to arrive at the Jamsil Olympic stadium in Seoul , venue of the 1988 Olympic Games. Our first game against Lithuania should have been an easy start, knowing we beat them last year and they are an older team. But with 9 new players they started strongly and gave us something to think about until we managed to get a goal and with continued pressure came out a comfortable 4-0 victor.  Dr Fourie, the captain, mar red his opening performance with a Yellow card for colliding with the opposition keeper, but Dr Kazi, team founder and secretary made up for this with a well taken goal in the second half.
 
The second match was against the host nation, Korea , and with home advantage, and Korean referee, the game started tightly. GB got 2 early goals, but the Koreans took advantage of a quick free kick, catching the GB defence napping, and tapping the ball into an open goal. A very strong team performance, and Dr Patrick Begley, man marking the Korean superstar out of the game allowed GB to pull away and come out 4-1 victors.
 
By Wednesday, the other teams were talking about this great British side, and we knew the final was within our grasp...So next up the Spanish team, from Barcelona , going under the Catalonia banner. We have played this team each year
we started strongly with Dr Fourie hoodwinking the Spanish defence by back heeling (touch of luck or skill??) a perfectly placed Dr Pranam Patel cross into the net and then not wanting to allow them to ruin our chances for the fourth year running and 2 more early goals saw GB strolling into the final, allowing all the team to get some match time and ending with 5-2 on the board and guaranteed place in the final.
At this stage our strikers, Pranam Patel and Jonathan Blundell were already leading goal scorers.
 
The tournament then had a quirk, with the groups of 4 teams, playing a cross over match, each against a team from the other group.
We therefore faced Brazil on the Friday, them needing to win to make the final, and GB not needing to turn up...which we virtually didn’t for the first half, conceding a goal.  We responded by ending the first half strongly and bombarding the Brazil goal throughout the second half. Hitting the woodwork, the keeper, the defenders but unable to cross the line and ended up losing 1-0.  
 
That meant we faced Brazil again the day after in the final.
 
Nervous times and the final match, once again in the Olympic stadium kicked off, the weather as it had been all week, overcast and very hot and humid, suiting our South American colleagues and opponents.
 
we were delighted to take an early lead through a well taken goal by Mat Jones, but panic stations as the Brazil team, who play as you would expect, close football, diving and histrionics, to control, equalised and would have taken a lead had it not been for 2 fantastic saves by Dr James Sarkodieh. We made it to half time at 1-1 and once again our coach, Dave Llewellyn, a former West Ham player, rallied the team and put out an attacking formation to pressure the defence and close out their midfield. It worked and soon into the half, Dr Pranam Patel, beat the offside and took the ball around the keeper.
Nerves were calmed further when soon after, Dr Jon Blundell out jumped the Brazil keeper and headed in a corner, taking the lead to an unassailable 3-1.
 
So with the final whistle, lots of celebrations and at last....football are coming home...
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