	Table  NZ  Priority criteria for major joint replacement (maximum score 100) 


	


	Clinical features
	Score

	


	Pain (40%)
	
	Degree (patient must be on maximum medical therapy at time of rating):


	 None

	0


	 Mild: slight or occasional pain; patient has not altered patterns of activity or work

	4


	 Mild-moderate: moderate or frequent pain; patient has not altered patterns of activity or work

	6


	 Moderate: patient is active but has had to modify or give up some activities because of pain

	9


	 Moderate-severe: fairly severe pain with substantially limited activities

	14


	 Severe:major pain and serious limitation

	20


	Occurrence:

	
	 None or with first steps only

	0


	 Only after long walks (30 minutes)

	4


	 With all walking, mostly day pain

	10


	 Significant, regular night pain

	20


	Functional activity (20%)
	
	Time walked:

	
	 Unlimited

	0


	 31-60 minutes (eg longer shopping trips to mall)

	2


	 11-30minutes (eg gardening, grocery shopping)

	4


	 2-10 minutes (eg trip to letter box)

	6


	 <2 minutes or indoors only (more or less house bound)

	8


	 Unable to walk

	10


	Other functional limitations (eg putting on shoes, managing stairs, sitting to standing, sexual activity, recreation or hobbies, walking aids needed):


	 None

	0


	 Mild

	2


	 Moderate

	4


	 Severe

	10


	Movement and deformity (20%)
	
	Pain on examination (overall results are both active and passive range of motion):


	 None

	0


	 Mild

	2


	 Moderate

	5


	 Severe

	10


	Other abnormal findings (limited to orthopaedic problems eg reduced range of motion, deformity, limp, instability, progressive x ray findings):


	 None

	0


	 Mild

	2


	 Moderate

	5


	 Severe

	10


	Other factors (20%)
	
	Multiple joint disease:

	
	 No, single joint

	0


	 Yes, each affected joint mild: moderate in severity

	4


	 Yes, severe involvement (eg severe rheumatoid arthritis)

	10


	Ability to work, give care to dependants, live independently (difficulty must be related to affected joint):


	 Not threatened or difficult

	0


	 Not threatened but more difficult

	4


	 Threatened but not immediately

	6


	 Immediately threatened

	10


	Total score (> 70 = priority for joint replacement)
	

	


The New Zealand priority criteria project

The New Zealand priority criteria scoring system for hip and knee replacement is used by many PCTs to triage those patients who may require joint replacement.

A score > 70 makes the patient a priority for joint replacement
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