
[image: image1.png]Calderdale and Huddersfield m

NHS Foundation Trust




OPIOID CONVERSION TABLE
Basic principles
Breakthrough doses of opioid should be approximately one sixth of the total daily dose.  

Generally, parenteral drugs are between 2 and 3 times the potency of the oral preparation.

Renal impairment is likely to increase the risk of opioid toxicity because of reduced drug clearance.  

Important points
The table shown is intended as a guide, rather than a set of definitive equivalences.  

Extreme caution is required when calculating breakthrough doses of opioids for patients on transdermal fentanyl, particularly in the terminal phase, when there is significant risk of toxicity due to renal impairment (see separate fentanyl guidelines earlier in the directory).  We recommend that you do not do this without Specialist Palliative Care Team advice.  
	Oral morphine
	Subcutaneous morphine
	Subcutaneous diamorphine
	Oral OxyCodone
	Subcutaneous OxyCodone
	Fentanyl transdermal

	4hr

dose

(mg)
	12hr

SR

dose (mg)
	24hr

total dose

(mg)
	4hr 

dose (mg)
	24hr

total

dose

(mg)
	4hr dose (mg)
	24hr

total 

dose

(mg)
	4 hr dose (mg)
	12hr SR 

dose

(mg)
	24hr

total

dose

(mg)
	4hr

dose

(mg)
	24hr

total dose 

(mg)
	patch strength (micrograms)

	5
	15
	30
	2.5
	15
	1.25
	10
	2.5
	7.5
	15
	1.25
	7.5
	25 mcg

	10
	30
	60
	5
	30
	2.5
	15
	5
	15
	30
	2.5
	15
	25 mcg

	15
	45
	90
	7.5
	45
	5
	30
	7.5
	25
	50
	3.75
	25
	25 mcg

	20
	60
	120
	10
	60
	7.5
	40
	10
	30
	60
	5
	30
	50 mcg

	30
	90
	180
	15
	90
	10
	60
	15
	45
	90
	7.5
	45
	50 mcg

	40
	120
	240
	20
	120
	12.5
	80
	20
	60
	120
	10
	60
	75 mcg

	50
	150
	300
	25
	150
	15
	100
	25
	75
	150
	12.5
	75
	75 mcg

	60
	180
	360
	30
	180
	20
	120
	30
	90
	180
	15
	90
	100 mcg

	70
	210
	420
	35
	210
	25
	140
	35
	105
	210
	17.5
	100
	125 mcg

	80
	240
	480
	40
	240
	27.5
	160
	40
	120
	240
	20
	120
	125 mcg

	90
	270
	540
	45
	270
	30
	180
	45
	135
	270
	Max
	135
	150 mcg

	100
	300
	600
	50
	300
	35
	200
	50
	150
	300
	sub-
	150
	150 mcg

	110
	330
	660
	55
	330
	37.5
	220
	55
	165
	330
	cut
	165
	175 mcg

	120
	360
	720
	60
	360
	40
	240
	60
	180
	360
	vol
	180
	200 mcg


Chart adapted from M Gibbons’, St Christopher’s Hospice, London

July 2007
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