A Grand Day Out

You are the most junior partner in a 6 handed practice in Nithering-by-the-Sea.

Eric, who has been a partner in the practice for 10 years, rings you on a Sunday morning to ask if you and two of the other partners could come round to his house to discuss a ‘bit of a crisis’.
It would appear that Eric was driving some of his cricket club mates in a minibus during their annual fellwalking/pubcrawling trip to the Yorkshire Dales on Friday. Unfortunately he crashed the minibus into a stone wall and was found by the police to be over the legal limit. Eric was detained overnight in Settle and will probably appear in court within four weeks. He is likely to loose his licence as a result.
You feel sorry for Eric as he has always acted as your ‘mentor’ since you joined the practice and is generally accepted as being a very capable and caring GP.

On arriving at the surgery on Monday you feel that you need to make Julie, your practice manager, aware of what has occurred. You are rather taken aback when Julie declares that she is ‘not at all surprised’. She had received an informal comment from a patient who had suggested that Eric smelt of alcohol during a consultation one weekday afternoon. The patient did not want Julie to take any further action as she has always had excellent care from Eric.

Eric is married to Nigella who works as the lead nurse practitioner in your practice.

Eric has also been one of the Program Directors on the Nithering Vocational Training Scheme for the past 5 years.

Angels: plan a course of action which involves doing the ‘right thing’ whatever the cost to individuals or the practice.

Demons: describe a course of action which minimises stress and confrontation whilst ensuring patient safety.

