Friday afternoon on call
Friday afternoon on call and you have been asked by Mrs Johnson’s grandson to see her, as he is concerned that she may be dying. On reviewing her records you can see she has had a persistent anaemia and for which she DNAed her new patient OPD appointment last year.

On arriving she is in bed looking pale and she seems non to pleased at seeing you.  A chat reveals she has been a lifelong smoker and in the last few weeks she has been losing weight and feeling dreadful.  
She is convinced that if she is going to die, she will do so in her own bed at not at that ‘terrible hospital ’. She reports no sputum or haemoptysis and no change in bowel habit, no dysphagia or dyspepsia.

O/E T 36, P130, BP 120/70, pallor, no tachy or dyspnoea, exp reduced on the left, PN dull at the left base with reduced VR and a mass palpable in her left iliac fossa.
Exploration of her fears and expectations yield little and the offer of admission to other hospitals or emergency OPD appointments fall on barren ground.
She is fully aware that her refusal may precipitate her early demise but still she refuses to avail herself of hospital services.

· What additional information might you want?
· What are the ethical issues and how might you resolve them?

· Where might you go from here? 
· Who might be able to help?

· What intermediate care services or hospital at home services might you use?

· How might you reduce your medico-legal risk?

· How might you ensure you can sleep at night!

· How will you safety net?

