The SMOG test

SMOG stands for Standard Measurement of Gobbledygook. 

1. Select a text 

2. Count 10 sentences 

3. Count the number of words which have three or more syllables 

4. Multiply this by 3 

5. Circle the number closest to your answer 

6. 1 4 9 16 25 36 49 64 81 100 121 144 169 

7. Find the square root of the number you circled 

8. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9. Add 8 
= Readability score 

The lower the readability score, the easier something is to read and understand.

A readability level under about 10 will be able to be understood by most people.
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