Where does that apostrophe go?

· Denoting a missing letter or letters e.g. I can't instead of I cannot or it's instead of it is.
· For joint ownership e.g. Joneses' bakery if owned by more than one Jones or if the owners are listed show possession only on the last noun e.g. Smith, Dunn, & Bradstreet's ownership', is correct. As is, There is always a great atmosphere at Joan and Max's parties. 

· For individual possession, show possession on all of the nouns.
Jones's bakery if the is only one Jones. Maire's, Pierre's and Hubert's cars were all burnt during the recent riots in Paris.
Smith's, Dunn's and Bradstreet's lives may not have been wildly exciting.
Some other rules for the possessive apostrophe are:

· For singular and plural nouns that do not end in -s, form the possessive by
adding -'s. The women's shelter, The dog's bone. 

· For singular nouns that end in -s, (whether pronounced or unpronounced), form the possessive by adding -'s. Anthony Hughes's blog, The class's teacher. 

· For plural nouns that end in –s, form the possessive by adding only an apostrophe.
The books' covers were all damaged. The queens' powers were eroded over the centuries. 

· For compound nouns, show possession at the end of the compound.
The Queen Mary's last cruise was to New York. The Republic of Congo's government is not very stable. 

· We do not use the possessive apostrophe with possessive pronouns (hers,
theirs, yours, whose, and its).

An example of apostrophe abuse....
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GPs here is a pleural i.e. General Practitioners so it does not need an apostrophe!
