Benefits and blue badges 2011/12

Attendance allowance:

You may get Attendance Allowance (AA) if the following apply:
· you have a physical disability (including sensory disability, such as blindness), a mental disability (including learning difficulties), or both

· your disability is severe enough for you to need help caring for yourself or someone to supervise you, for your own or someone else’s safety

· you are aged 65 or over when you claim

Special rules - if you're terminally ill

They are special rules for people who are terminally ill. This means people who have a progressive illness and are not expected to live more than another six months. The special rules mean people get the higher rate of Attendance Allowance straight away.

	Attendance Allowance
	Weekly rate (tax year 2011-2012)

	Higher rate
	£73.60

	Lower rate
	£49.30


Disability Living Allowance.
You may get Disability Living Allowance if:

· you have a physical or mental disability, or both

· your disability is severe enough for you to need help caring for yourself or you have walking difficulties, or both

· you are under 65 when you claim

Special rules - if you're terminally ill

If you have a progressive disease and are not expected to live for more than another six months there are special rules. The special rules are to help you get your benefit more quickly and easily.

Disability Living Allowance is in two parts - the care component and the mobility component. You may be able to get just one component or both.

The care component - if you need help looking after yourself or supervision to keep safe

The mobility component - if you can't walk or need help getting around
	 Care component      
	 Weekly rate

	 Highest rate
	 £73.60

	 Middle rate
	 £49.30

	 Lowest rate
	 £19.55


	 Mobility component
	 Weekly rate

	 Higher rate
	 £51.40

	 Lower rate
	 £19.55


Blue badge

The Blue Badge scheme is for people with severe mobility problems. ‘permanent, substantial disabilities’

Anyone over two years old automatically qualifies for a Blue Badge if they:

· are registered blind

· are receiving a War Pensioner’s Mobility supplement

· are receiving the higher rate of the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance

You'll also automatically qualify if you've received a lump sum benefit from the Armed Forces and Reserve Forces Compensation Scheme (within tariff levels 1-8). You must also have been certified as having a permanent and substantial disability which causes inability to walk or very considerable difficulty in walking.

Anyone over two years old may be eligible for a Blue Badge, if they either:

· have a permanent and substantial disability which means they cannot walk, or makes walking very difficult

· drive a motor vehicle regularly and have a severe disability in both arms, making it very difficult or impossible to operate parking meters

Special rules for children under three years old

If you’re a parent of a child who is younger than three years old, you may also apply for a Blue Badge.

To get a Blue Badge your child must have a specific medical condition which means that they either:

· must always be accompanied by bulky medical equipment which cannot be carried around without great difficulty

· need to be kept near a vehicle at all times to get treatment for a condition when necessary

Apply to one’s local authority for a blue badge

GP would fill the medical examination form as part of local authority assessment. Searching around the web suggests fee is about £20-25 in 2009, paid by the council.

However, things are changing:

Changes to the legislation will come into effect in 2012, requiring local authorities to use mobility assessments that are undertaken by professionals who are independent of an applicant’s care and treatment to determine eligibility when it is in doubt. 

Despite this, GPs may still be asked by local authorities to provide factual information about an applicant’s treatment or condition.
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